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February 20th is Presidents Day, remember that Department offices will be

closed.

Adjutant’s Corner

By W.E. “Gene” Franks
Department Adjutant
It is that time of year again that we need to

pay a little more attention to Legion Business.
Your Post, by now, should have had your first
call for your election of Post Officers. You
may want to check with your individual post
to determine when your first, second, and third call and finally your
elections will be. For some posts this will be in their Articles of In-
corporation or by-laws.

The finals for the Department Oratorical contest will be held
March 3rd in Anchorage and information for Boys State has been
mailed out to your respective post. The awards packet has also been
forwarded which includes information for the Commander, Adjutant,
Legionnaire of the Year, and Educator of the year. Remember that for
the Commander, Adjutant, Legionnaire of the Year, and Educator of
the year, they must be submitted through the Districts and the selection
at the Districts will be forwarded to Department where the final selec-
tion will be made at the Department Convention being held in Palmer.

For those of you who would like to be involved and have your
voice heard your must be current in your membership. If dues have
not been paid by February 1, the member is suspended.

The Western District Convention will be in Kenai, March 9-10,
and the Department Convention being held in Palmer, April 26-28. If
you have an interest in attending the Department Convention, make
sure to inform your Commander or Adjutant so that you may be voted
on as a Delegate or Alternate and be placed on the appropriate list for-

warded to Department by your post. Adjutant Cont on Page 4
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Commander’s Corner

By Sharon Cherrette Department Commander

Time is sure flying by. With Thanksgiving and Christ-
Y mas behind us, we now look to see if our New Year’s reso-
| lutions we made are still valid or defunct before January
> even finished. We now enter the time of the convention
season and election of officers. District Conventions are
just around the corner (February/March) with Depart-
ment’s in April. Remember, research the position you
wish to run for at the District/Department level. Don’t say you didn’t know/
weren’t aware of the responsibilities/ requirements for that office—ASK
the questions. Do the same for your Post officer positions as we enter the
second call in February.

Membership is the key to the success of The American Legion. A BIG
thanks and BEAR SQUEEZE to all the Posts who have achieved their
January goal of 80%. February’s goal is 85% with a cut-off to Department
of 3 February (Peggy needs time to process the membership forms and
National’s portion in the mail before the 8 February date). With Valentine’s
Day this month, how about giving yourself a special present with a PUFL
(Paid Up for Life) membership?

Did you know . .. ? On 3 February 1943 the U.S.A.T. Dorchester sunk
in less than 20 minutes in the frigid Atlantic waters from a torpedo fired
from a German sub. The Four Chaplains memorial service is conducted
across the nation on the first Sunday in February each year (which now
coincides with the Super Bowl) in honor of the four chaplains who perished
on the ship. Information explaining the message of the Four Chaplains is
available at www.fourchaplains.org or on the Legion’s website at www.
legion.org.

Want to learn more about The American Legion and its programs?
Check out The American Legion Extension Institute course. The course
was developed to provide every member of The American Legion, Ameri-
can Legion Auxiliary and Sons of The American Legion an opportunity
to learn and discover the rich history, programs, policies, developments,
positions and goals of our organization. The primary purpose of this
handy reference set, adapted for daily use, is an educated, informed and
knowledgeable membership. Men
and women who are “in the know”

Commander Cont on Page 4
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2012 MEMBERSHIP BAROMETER
By Alvin Diaz
Department No. NAME GOAL ACTUAL %
nd Vice Commander 26  Prince of Wales 20 24 120.0
& 07  Skagway 35 36 1028
Welcome February! | 22 Jack Warren 28 28 100.0
Boy, was this a great way to 09 Koyukuk Arctic 30 29  96.6
start off the New Year with a lot 19 Nome 109 102 93.5
of snow for us to enjoy. January 18 Ninilchik 135 120 88.8
was a quite month were every one took a step back |04  Pioneer 3228 815
and to regain all of their thoughts of the passing |02  Valdez 29 24 827
holiday festivities. It was at that time I had just |35  Susitna Valley 323 266 82.30
remembered the up coming Western District and |16~ General Buckner 175 141  80.5
Department conventions and the preparations that |28  Spenard 732 586 80.0
I needed to do. I checked to make sure that my |33  Peters Creek 386 303 785
membership was currently up to date, and our |12  Lynn Canal 12799 719
door key card were changed and started to assign |11~ Dorman H. Baker 288 224 717
the new 2012 key to the qualified members. And |01  Jack Henry 593 461 U777
then we started to line up volunteers and made sure | 2222 SFC Paul R. Smith 1310 769
that we had enough of our members to help judge |15  Matanuska Valley 292 224 767
the Oratorical program that we will conductatour |29  Muldoon 381 292 76.6
post in February. Then there are the elementary |20  George H. Plumley 305 233 763
schools that we line up to make short visits, tohand |03  Ketchikan 219 167 76.2
out flags and flag code booklets to the students. |14  Edward Locken 8 6 750
In certain history classes at some of the High |49  GenClaire L. Chennaul 40 30 75.0
Schools, a few of our veterans go and give a little |05  Seward 249 180 722
talk of their military experience to the students, |17  Robert G. Blair 293 197 672
and then they serve us lunch for our time that we |13  Sitka 177 112 63.2
share with the schools in our local area. Thisisa |30  Con Miller 168 102 60.7
great way to spend the month of February, for this | GM-01 Mid Pacific 114 69 605
is Americanism Month. Reach outto yourschools |75  Sterling 31 18 580
and those religious activities that are in your areas |77 ~ Department Hdqtrs 629 406 57.6
and the communities programs that share inter- |21  Aurora Borealis 74 42 567
est in Abraham Lincoln and George Washington |06  Merlin Elmer Palmer 84 47 559
Birthdays. For those posts that have American |34  Chappie JAmes 93 52 559
Legion Baseball programs, this is the time to start | 08~ John W. Jones 20 11 550
planning the sports year and looking out for those |25  Auke Bay 106 58 547
athlete’s that would like to join a team. And with |27  Gladys M. Heintz 90 49 544
all of the activities comes the conventions. First |37 C. Russell Huber 320 165 515
the Western Dist. Convention in March on the Headquarters 704 406 57.6
Kenai Peninsula, to the Department convention Pacific District 173109 65.2
up just passed Anchorage in the valley. So for the Southeast District 815 525 694
active member it will be busy, busy, busy. Well Western District 5410 3877 74.9
until we see each other here of there remember that | Grand Totals 6823 4941 72.4
our youth 2nd Vice Cont page 3




Page 3 Alaska Legionnaire February 2012

NationallExecutivelCommitteeman

By Jim Pisa
National Executive Committeeman
“From the Doghouse”

Here we go, the New Year has
arrived and post, district and de-
partment elections have already
started or are gearing up to look
for next years leaders. Every year
most elections come down to the
final call and vote to finally figure
out who will lead your post for the
following year.

Most of the time it is usually last
years Officers retaining the same
position for the third, fourth or
longer term of office. I know this
for a fact, because I have been in
the same position. If you are not
happy the way the post is operating
or the direction its going, maybe it
is time for “YOU” to step up to the
plate and run for an office or attend
a meeting.

For those of you who plan on run-
ning for a District or Department,
don’t forget that you need to sub-

mit a letter of
endorsement
and support
from your
Post. This
letter needs
to be submit-
ted to Depart-
ment no later
then 30 days
prior to the
convention.

Oratorical contest time is here
and looking for high school students
to compete in this scholarship pro-
gram. Post Oratorical chairperson
should be contacting local high
schools, private schools and home
schooled students to compete.

The Oratorical Scholarship pro-
gram is open to any student in the
9th through 12th grade. This is a
speech contest talking on the topic
of the U.S. Constitution. The win-
ner, if fortunate to go all the way
and win at the National level, they
can win up to $18,000.00 in scholar-
ship money. For more information

2nd Vice Cont on Page 2

is our future and support them when
we can. To keep looking for new
membership, for there are veterans

to be found everywhere. Last, Thank
a veteran, because of them we live

in the land of the Free!

For the March issue of the “Alaska Legionnaire” February 15th is the deadline for all stories
and/or photos to be submitted. All material must be into Department Headquarters no later
than 5:00 pm. Please be reminded that only those articles that are typed, preferably sent via
e-mail or provided on a diskette will be considered for publication. Faxed articles will not be
considered. As always, the editorial staff can edit all submissions. Photos are also being sought
for publication. They should be clearly marked and must be originals for good quality camera
reproductions. Anyone interested in submitting an article

and/or photo, or anyone interested in advertising in an

upcoming issue contact the Alaska Legionnaire office at

1550 Charter Circle, Anchorage, Alaska 99508 or call )
(907) 278-8598 or email us at legion@anch.net. Please THE AMERICAN LEGION
request a return receipt for any emails you send to us, in WESTERN DISTRICT

order to verify that it was received.

Commander
[ h Tom Schanrock
ALERT| THE AMERICAN LEGION SeniorVi
) SOUTHEAST DISTRICT enior Vice Commander
April Berry.
Zone One Commander
- Cris Vrable
E Commander Zone Tv.vo Commander
I Jim Moran Tim Clarke
Zone Three Commander
g First Vice Commander Harry ‘SChUSter
Hunter Davis Adjutant
N Eileen Faulkner
A Finance Officer
I Adjutant Tom Stockmal
R Bill Jacobi Sergeant-At-Arms
E Kirk Waldhaus
Finance Officer Cha_plam
D Scott Kline Marjorie Ream
E Historian
A John Harrington
D Chaplain Judge Advocate
L Frank Ockert Milton Roy
I Executive Committeemen
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John Magmore
February BN )

15th

—
THE ABOVE ADS ARE PAID ADVERTISEMENTS

contact our Department Oratorical
Chairperson, Jan Scott. Jan can be
reached at janscott@alaska.net or
907-460-6707.

Boys State information packets
are in the mail and ready for the
post boys state chairperson to start
looking for candidates to attend.
Over the past years our numbers
in boys have declined to the point
where it is financially unpractical
to conduct a program. The number
of boys attending over the last few
years has been 20 or less. This is a
considerable drop from the 50- 60
boys from ten years ago. For more
information contact Boys State Di-
rector Bill Jacobi at 907-723-8028
or BJacobi680@aol.com.

Further studies are still going on
for the feasibility of holding a joint
venture boys/girls state session. We
are still looking for comments and
suggestions. A couple of reasons to
do the joint venture is financial, to
reduce the cost due to decreasing
number of attendees, and easier
scheduling of guest speakers for
both boys/girls sessions. If you have
a suggestion or comment please
contact Department HQ, Bill Jacobi,
boys state director or Debbie Hen-
derson, girls state director.

Fisher House Grand Opening:

By Steve Huisman

The Alaska Fisher House located
on Elmendorf AFB will be hold-
ing its Grand Opening on February
17,2012 at 11:00 am. They are still
looking for donations and volun-
teers. For more information you
can go to www.akfisherhouse.org
for contact information.

Western District Convention
March 9- 10, 2012 at George
Plumbley Post 20 in Kenai. Reg-
istration packages have been sent
to all post. If you plan on attending
as a delegate, let your post know so
you can get preregistered.

National Commanders “National
Emergency Fund *“ Challenge: You
know the importance of the NEF
to The American Legion, assisting
our members during time of need.
This is especially prevalent this past
year, with tornados and flooding that
virtually wiped out communities in
the Mid West and East Coast. The
Department of Alaska’s goal for
2012 is $1512.00. I would like to
see the Department meet or beat the
challenge. Department’s achieving
100% or greater of their goal and the
highest in their category will receive
a plaque at National Convention.
Donations can be made at conven-
tions, through Department Office

Department First Vice Commander &

Memberrship Chairman

While we are one month into the
new year and membership 1is still
in not quite where it should be.
The target date of 19Jan 2012 has
come and gone and the 85% target
date of 8 Feb will have passed
by the time you receive this. So
looking forward to the 90% date
of 14 Mar 2012 we have to get it
in gear and find those new and old
members. Look around at your
members and make sure that the
membership card reads 2012 be-
cause on 1 Feb 2012 the 2011 card
carrying members are delinquent
and no longer in good standing,
maybe they forgot to renew, or
they might not have realized that
the card and their membership
expired. A little reminder on the
side will be appreciated.

Remember that your legion
membership shows the congress-
men and senators of this great
country that you care about it,
two and a half million votes gets
the attention of a lot of people
both in government and out of
it. Whenever it comes to a vote
on veterans affairs, veteran pro-
grams, or current military affairs
you can count on your American
Legion Commander or the Legion
representatives to be standing
tall and voicing your opinions on
such things as the Flag Protection
Amendment, cuts to VA programs,
military pay, and a number of

other things.

Just a reminder that National
Commander Fang Wong will
award his National Commander
“I Serve with PRIDE!” pin to
any Legion-family member who
signs up eight members during
the 2011-2012 membership year.
For further information on this
award go to: www.legion.org/
commander/supereightincentive.
Note: This pin-incentive program
will end on June 30, 2012.

Remember advertise the Legion
by wearing your colors, shirts,
hats,lanyards, and etc. every day.
You never know when somebody
might ask the question, and I know
that you have an application in
your wallet, or purse.
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By Greg Kowatch

Taps

Department Chaplain

May the Lord bless you
and protect you. May the
Lord smile on you and be
gracious to you. May the
Lord show you his favor

and give you his peace.
Numbers 6:24-26

Taps
Thomas Frost Post 17
Ronald Hardy Post 15

Charles Mahlen Post 11
Harold Wheaton Post 25

year. The return was greater than

Adjutant Cont from Page 1 anticipated and these funds will be

Again, a big thank you to the
Legion Family who participated in
the Christmas Label Program for this

used in the Department’s children’s,
programs which is always in need.

Commander Cont

have the understanding that keeps
our organization strong and grow-
ing. An educated and informed
member spells success. If you are
interested in knowing more about
The American Legion, contact Em-
blem Sales to order your Extension
Institute course today; check with
your Post first as some Posts have
copies available for their members
to sign out.

Communicate, educate and sup-
port one another through all me-
diums available to you whether its
newsletters, bulletins, television,

radio, newspapers, e-mail and/or di-
rect contact. Sign up for myLegion.
org. Encourage your Post to sign
up for the site. The Post calendar
and newsletter can be attached for
members to see.

Our blueprint for success was laid
out for each of us by our founding
fathers: SERVICE to VETERANS,
their Families, Communities, States,
and the Nation

Remember, you are important to
the Legion, you are not a “nobody”.

If you have any questions/con-
cerns, my contact information is
scherretteinak@gmail.com. Please
keep those memberships a flowin’.

Information was mailed to
Alaska Posts so you can begin
making contact with schools and
recruiting Boys State Citizens.
Remember that applications for
Boys State need to be to us before
April 30, 2012 and any applica-
tions received after then will be
returned to the Post. The sooner
you make contact and select boys
to attend Boys State and forward
the application, the sooner we can
send them the registration materi-
als to give them more information
on our program.

In anticipation of a banner year
for our Alaska Boys State, we are
always looking for interested Le-
gionnaires, Sons of The American
Legion and former Boys State
citizens to help as councilors and
staff at Boys State. It requires the
dedication of a week beginning
June 2 through June 8, 2012. We

always encourage interested folks
to drop in at Boys State to see what
we do, all I ask is that you call me
in advance so I can be available to
show you around.

As I have mentioned before, in-
formation and the application for
Boys State is on our Legion web
site at www.alaskalegion.org ; the
application is fillable and needs to
be printed and signed and turned
in to the post in the vicinity of the
high school. All applications have
to be accepted and forwarded by
the responsible post for the boy to
get a Registration Packet .

If there are any questions on
Boys State, you can call me at
907 723 8028 or e-mail at Bjaco-
bi680@aol.com .

ServicelOffice News

By Jim Pisa,
Department Service Officer

VA Launches Facebook Pages for
all 152 Medical Centers: The VA an-
nounced that all 152 medical centers are
now actively represented on Facebook,
the worlds largest social networking
network.

“This event marks an important mile-
stone in the overall effort to transform
how VA communicates with Veterans
and provides them the health care and
benefits they have earned” stated Sec-
retary Eric Shinseki.

Veterans of all eras are depending
on us to get the right information to
the right person at the right time. With
more troops returning home, we also
have a responsibility to connect with the
thousands of Servicemembers who have
been and will be entering the system.
They’re using social media, so that’s
where we nee to be. Facebook helps us
do that stated Brandon Friedman, VA
director of online communications.

For more information, please visit the
following sites:

Directory of All VA Social Media
Sites: www.va.gov/ops/SocialMedia.asp

VA Facebook Page Directory: www.
facebook.com/VeteransAffairs.

Rules Liberalized for Veterans with
Undiagnosed Illnesses, Application
Window Extended for Five Years

Veterans of the Persian Gulf War with
undiagnosed illness have an additional
five (5) years to qualify for benefits.

Arecent change in the VA regulations
affects Veterans of the conflict in South-
west Asia. Many have attributed a range
of undiagnosed or poorly understood
medical problems to their military ser-
vices. Chemical weapons, environmen-
tal hazards and vaccinations are among
the possible causes.

Under long standing VA rules, any un-
diagnosed illnesses used to established
eligibility for VA benefits must become
apparent by December 31,2011. The new

change pushes the date back to
DECEMBER 31, 2016.

Veterans or survivors who
believe they qualify for the ben-
efits should contact VA at 1-800-
827-1000 or your Department
Service Office.

Further information about
undiagnosed illnesses is avail-
able online at www.publichealth.
va.gov/exposures/gulfwar and
www.publichealth.va.gov/expo-
sures/oefoif .

Homelessness among Veter-
ans Declines 12% in 2011

The Department of VA and
Housing and urban Develop-
ment announced that homeless-
ness among Veterans was re-
duced by 12% between January
2010 and January 2011.

According to the 2011 report,
67,495 Veterans were homeless
in the U.S. on a single night
in January 2011, a significant
reduction from last year 2010
single night count of 76,329.

For more information on
Homeless Veterans programs go
to www.va.gov/homless.

For all Post Service Officers,
There will be a short training
session at the Western District
Convention in Kenai. There will
also be a training session for all
post service officers at the De-
partment Convention in April at
Post 15 in Palmer.

By Jan Scott
Department Oratorical Chairman

The Department of Alaska will hold its American Legion High School
Oratorical Scholarship Program “A Constitutional Speech Contest” On
March 3, 2012. Please come to observe as four young people deliver their
eight to ten minute speeches at 1:00PM in the Allied Health Science Build-
ing at the University Of Alaska Anchorage. This is a two and half hour
event and I promise you will be impressed with today’s youth as well as
learn something new about the Constitution.

It is easy to find AHS Building. You need to turn east from the corner of
36th Street and Lake Otis turn on to Providence and left at the first stoplight
which is Seawolf. (To the right is Piper Street) The Allied Health Science
Building is the first building on you left after the turn. Look for red, white
and blue balloons marking the turn and building.

DEPARTMENT ORATORICAL CONTEST

. March 3, 2012

. 1:00 PM TO 3:00 PM

. AHS BUILDING AT UAA
. PLEASE ATTEND



Page 5 Alaska Legionnaire February 2012

FEBRUARY
AMERICANISM MONTH

*February S Four Chaplains Sunday
* February 8 - 85% due for membership
* February 20 President’s Day Department Offices are
Closed
* February 22 Ash Wednesday
* February 22 - 25 Dept Service Officers School,
Washington DC
* February 26 - 29 Washington Conference & V A & R Con-
ference, Washington DC

* February 29 National VA & R Commission Meeting,

Washington DC

Southeast District Convention
Lynn Canal Post 12
February 3-4, 2012

Western District Convention
George H. Plumley Post 20, Kenai
March 9 -10, 2012

Department Convention
Matanuska Valley Post 15, Palmer
April 26 - 28, 2012

*Jack Henry Post / Unit 1
AuxiliaryTuesday night meals $8.00
Wednesday Taco’s
Friday Night Steaks
Unit 1 Raffle Cash Drawing
300 tickets sold $20 ea.
$100 Daily Drawing for month of March
Need not be present to win.

Feb 11 Sweetheart Ball Band from 6 - 10
Crowning of King & Queen at 7 PM
Finger Foods Served
Bring A Side Dish

*Seward Post 5
Taco Tuesday
Friday Night Steaks
Food served most nights at Post

*Matanuska Valley Post 15
Taco Monday
Friday Night Steak

*General Buckner Post 16
Friday Burger & Brew 6 -8 PM

*Spenard Post 28
Sunday Brunch 10 AM - 2 PM
Burgers 6 PM
Thursday Karaoke 9 PM
Friday Steak and Seafood 5 - 8 :30
Karaoke 9 PM

*Muldoon Post 29
Sunday Brunch 11 - 1
Monday Tacos 2 for $2.00
Wednesday Karaoke and Food
Friday Night Steak

*Chappie James Post 34
Friday Socials 6 PM with Buffet.
Pinochle, Dominoes, Music
Saturday Dinners 3 PM - 8§ PM
Catfish, BBQ Ribs, Fried Chicken. Prk Steak, Pigs Feet,
Liver & Onions

Susitna Valley Post 35
Friday Night Steak Nights 6-8:30 pm
Every Sunday Turkey Shoot, Starting at 1 pm. Ammo and
Guns supplied or bring your own 12ga shotgun
Legion Riders Sunday Pancake Breakfast 10 am - 2pm

Senior’s Dance Last Thursday of he month 2 PM - 4 PM

Everyone invited, Come enjoy, dance sing and meet new and
old friends.

You can literally walk in Dr. King's
footsteps at Martin Luther King, Jr.
National Historic Site in Georgia,
the Selma to Montgomery National
Historic Trail in Alabama, or the
Lincoln Memorial in Washington,
DC —just a few of the many national
parks that have direct ties to Dr. King
or the Civil Rights movement.

Other parks that will hold special
events honoring Dr. King that week-
end include the new Martin Luther
King, Jr. Memorial in Washington,
DC, Morristown National Historical
Park in New Jersey, Fort Donelson
National Battlefield in Tennessee,
and Frederick Douglass National
Historic Site in Washington, DC.

“Dr. King led the fight to real-
ize his dream of a nation free of
discrimination, where every citizen
was able to enjoy the inalienable
rights promised to all Americans,”
said National Park Service Director
Jonathan B. Jarvis. “Dr. King’s story
and those of so many others whose
efforts changed our country are pre-
served in the national parks, places
where history happened. I hope
every American can take advantage
of the upcoming fee free weekend
and visit their parks to experience
their history firsthand.”

Your nearest national park can also
help you keep that New Year’s reso-
lution, whether it is to get more exer-
cise, spend quality time with family

*

and friends, try a new sport, learn
some history, expand your horizons,
or enjoy the natural world. There’s
something for everyone at a national
park, even in the middle of winter.
Choices include snow shoe hikes,
canoe trips, campfire programs,
film festivals, battle reenactments,
and music jams. It is also a great
time of year to view wildlife such
as bison in Yellowstone National
Park in Wyoming or grey whales at
Point Reyes National Seashore in
California. A list of activities can be
found at www.nps.gov.

The National Park Service will
also waive admission fees on 14
other days in 2012 — National Park
Week (April 21 to 29), Get Outdoors
Day (June 9), National Public Lands
Day (September 29), and the week-
end of Veterans Day (November 10
to 12).

*Fee waiver includes: entrance
fees, commercial tour fees, and
transportation entrance fees. Other
fees such as reservation, camping,
tours, concession and fees collected
by third parties are not included un-
less stated otherwise.

Bestfares Tip: The deal's value
kicks in when you have multiple
people/cars going to parks that have
fees. So if you're having a group
retreat or family reunion, you'll see
the real savings then.

Directory of All VA Social Media Sites:

www.va.gov/opa/SocialMedia.asp<http://www.va.gov/opa/

By Ernest King

Do you know the importance of
membership? You read about it in
the Legionnaire, you hear about it at
meetings and visitations. Without the
members there would be no Ameri-
can Legion. The membership is what
keeps the Legion going, strong and
powerful.

Do you know someone that is a
veteran and is eligible, have you asked
them to join ask them to volunteer.
Bring them to a Legion function or
meeting so they can see first hand what
happens and how we are there to help
the veterans and their families.

It is very important for each Post to
get your menbership in on a weekly
basis, even if you just have one to turn
indo it. We have goals and Department
has goals to meet with National. If
everyone turns in membership weekly

it will help to meet those goals. 85 %
is due in Department’s office no later
than February 3, please do not sit on
the membership get it into Depart-
ment, if you have questions about a
member or a previous member call
Department and and they can help
you with member ID numbers, or past
info on previous members. We need to
retain the ones we have and as currect
members help to get that neighbor to
renew their dues.

Alaska is the largest state for veter-
ans and we need to retain and recruit.
Show the support to our veterans and
their families. So get out there and get
those members to renew don’t forget
at your meeting to ask when was the
last time membership was turned
in know your Post membership
numbers.

For more information on the
Legionnaire Insurance Trust
Program go to www.theLLIT.com
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‘. SONS OF THE
AMERICAN &

LEGION

By Kyle Parkerson
Detachment Commander
“Renew, Recruit, and Re-
tain.”
Steak Feed benefits Boys State,
Girls State
The Annual Sons of The American
Legion Steak feed was on January
28th. The money raised will go to
Girls State and Boys State. The
amount will be announced at Depart-
ment Convention in Palmer in April.
We’re doing fantastic on member-

=

Detachment

=~, Commander

ship. Thank you
all for the hard
work everyone
is doing. At this
rate we will hit
our goal in July!

Everyone have
a great February.
I’'ll see most of
you in a month at Western District
Convention in Kenai. Looking for-
ward to it.

“Renew, Recruit, and Retain.”

Notes from the S.A.L. National
Executive Committeeman

By Darrel Williamson Sons of The American Legion National Executive

Committeeman

2012 is moving along pretty fast. As of January 13th,
Alaska is at 56.9% on membership. Not bad .

Western District convention is right around the corner.
I hope to be able to see you in Kenai next month if I can

get away from work.

.
m'
1

S.A.L.utations

By Kevin Collier, Sons of The American Legion Detachment Adjutant

Once again the Detachment 32
oz. Steak Feed was a success!

Thank you for your continued
support or our Annual Steak Feed.
As a reminder all the proceeds go
toward The American Legion Boys
State and the American Legion
Auxiliary Girls State Programs.
Their checks will be issued at the
Department Convention in April.

The Detachment is holding a
Money Raffle this year. Proceeds
will be used for Children & Youth
Programs. 300 tickets sold at
$20.00 ecach. The Drawing will be
held April 26, 2012 at the Detach-
ment/Department Convention in
Kodiak. See your local Detach-
ment Officer for your ticket today
before they are all gone!

March is National Community
Service Month! Be sure to start
planning your community service
activities for your Post, Unit and
Squadron. There are many dif-
ferent activities you can do, re-
member that the way to success is
through preparation. Some suggest-
ed programs are blood drives, Boy
Scouts, adopt-a-highway programs,
community food drives, working
within the schools and many more.

Remember that if you have a
nomination for Eagle Scout of the
Year, their application needs to be
into The American Legion Depart-
ment Headquarters before March
Ist.

It is never too early to start or-
ganizing your activity, get started
as soon as possible in order to en-
sure success.

The American Legion was
formed in the spring of 1919 be-
tween March 15-17. Hopefully

everyone will help his or her Post
celebrate the 93rd Birthday of The
American Legion.

As you go into elections for this
upcoming year and select your
Squadron Officers it would be
greatly appreciated if you would
take the opportunity to turn in your
Certification of Officers. Please do
so as soon as possible after your
elections. This helps the Detach-
ment Commander, and myself in
having points of contact at your
Squadron.

It is also time to start thinking
about running for an Office either
at the Western District Level or at
the Detachment level. If you are
interested in running please be sure
to get the support of your Squadron
and Post and send a copy of your
letter of intent and support to the
Detachment Headquarter as soon
as possible. The address is 1550
Charter Circle Drive, Anchorage,
Alaska 99508. The letters of in-
tent for Western District need to
be received no later then 5:00 pm
Monday February 12, 2012.

The letters of intent for Detach-
ment need to be received no later
then 5:00 pm Monday March 12,
2012.

Conventions are a great way to
learn not only what is going on in
the state but also the nation as far as
The American Legion Family goes.
You also get the opportunity to see
some of your long time friends and
to meet new ones. Hopefully you
will be able to attend at least one of
these Conventions and we will see
you there. We are looking forward
to having the National Commander
of the Sons of The American Le-

gion — David L. Dew, out of Texas
at the Detachment Convention in
Kodiak.

The Detachment as a whole has
922 members transmitted out of
our year-end goal of 1487. This is
equivalent to 62.00% of our goal.
Remember that membership is
everyone’s responsibility! Keep
up the great job.

As of writing this article we
have had a total of eighteen
Squadrons turn in membership
so far for the 2012 Membership
year, the other two Squadrons
still remain stalled on the start of
the trail.

Maybe their tires have been fro-
zen or they have been snowed in.
We will have to send in the heat
to un-thaw them and get them on
the Membership Race track.

If the membership team is stuck
in a snow bank or just plain fro-
zen at the gate and the snow is
too deep then you might want to
switch over to the Membership
Sled. Remember The drive is on,
so rev up your engines and lets
get trecking...

By being a member of the Sons
of The American Legion and also
being a top recruiter we will suc-
ceed in reaching all our goals and
honor our Veteran’s Service whom
our membership eligibility came
under.

The “TARGET DATES” (Mem-
bership target dates)

Winter Ride:

Ride #6 02/08/12 75%

Spring Ride:

Ride #7 03/14/12 80%

Ride #8 04/11/12 90%

Ride #9 05/09/12
100%

Championship Ride:

Ride#10 07/26/12
105%

Remember we need your cards
into Detachment Headquarters
about 1 week prior to the Target
Dates in order to get them pro-
cessed at National in time to count
as reaching the goal.

We made the Third Goal of 35
% that was due on November
16th, the Forth Goal of 45% that
was due on December 14th and
also the Fifth Goal of 60% on
January 19th.Great Job!!

We only need 565 more mem-
bers to be transmitted to achieve
our 100% goal. Remember that
membership is everyone’s respon-
sibility! Keep up the great job.

National Commander James
Roberts III has asked every De-
tachment to work on the “Triple
Nickel” — to push membership to
retain at least 85% of their cur-
rent members, reach 105% by
National Convention this year
(2012) and charter at least 5 new
Squadrons. If your Post does not
have a Squadron — Let talk about
how we can get one started.

If we are successful and com-
plete the “Triple Nickel” by July

Ist we will get $555 to spend at
National Emblem Sales along
with the National Recognition.

Again this year we will have
a Consolidated Squadron Report
Form, there will be some changes
on the form from last year and will
be coming out somewhere around
February or March. As soon as
I receive them I will be sending
them out to the Squadrons. In
the mean time remember to keep
track and record everything that
you do so it can all be put on the
Consolidated Squadron Report
Form by Detachment Convention.

Lets see if the Detachment of
Alaska can get 100% reporting
this year. We almost made it last
year.

We should everyday pay tribute
to our veterans by celebrating
our freedom and the men and
women who fought for our coun-
try. Always remember that with
out the sacrifices of our veterans
this country would not be the
great Nation that it is. They have
given of themselves so that we
all may live in peace and enjoy
all the rights and privileges we
have being an American Citizen.
All veterans gave something of
themselves; some even gave all
to ensure our blessings of life,
liberty, freedom and the pursuit
of happiness. Take a moment out
of your day to say “Thank You!!”
to our veterans.

As areminder: Please be sure to
record and report every thing that
you do throughout the year. Again
we will be using a Consolidated
Squadron Report Form, which
will be sent to Detachment Head-
quarters sometime in January or
February. If you want to preview
this three (3) part carbonless form
it can be found on the web page
www.sal.legion.org.

Keep up the great job you are
doing in membership. Remember
the three “R’s” “Renew”, “Re-
cruit” and “Reinstate”. Do not
just sit on it! Keep it rolling in.

I would like to personally thank
each and every one of the veterans
for their service and sacrifices that
they made. God Bless you and
God Bless America.

If there is anything that any of
your Detachment or District Of-
ficers can do to assist you or an-
swer any questions, please do not
hesitate to contact us. My email
is kcollier@alaska.net. Hope to
hear from you soon.
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By Sue Diaz
Department President

Reach for our Stars

February is here and with it brings
the focus to “Americanism Month”.
Our focus towards Americanism is
the achievement in patriotism, citi-
zenship and instilling these values
in our youth. To help accomplish
our mission we must emphasize
how important it is to all our youth
not only to read our Constitution
of the United States but, to truly
understand it. There are various

Happy February to my American
Legion Family. This is AMERI-
CANISM month, my favorite. Amer-
icanism is one of the great programs
where you can be as active as you
want or just be supportive. We can
promote an event or just fly our flags
everyday.

Respect is both earned and learned.
The fundamental value of the Ameri-
can Legion Auxiliary is showing re-
spect for our country and our nations
flag. The ALA creates opportunities
to learn and instructional resources
for important things every good
citizen should know, like learning
about the Constitution, flying the

By now I expect that all of our
Units have made their 70% of mem-
bership. Several may have already
made 100% and I congratulate your
effort.

Are there still some members that
are AWOL with their membership?
If they are local do they realize that
they may have a loss of access to
the Post and your activities? There
may be benefits through the National
office that they can no longer use.

PROMOTE SOCIAL NETWORKING

Facebook, LinkedIn, Twitter, MyS-
pace, social networking, texting, instant
messaging, video messaging, blogging
— these are all amazing tools that the
American workforce and millions of
people use naturally, as part of their
everyday lives. Yet, we as members
of the American Legion Auxiliary are
just beginning to scratch the surface.

In today’s world of budget cuts,
falling dollar value and limited not for
profit dollars, Facebook gives members
another way to connect with each other
for quick, yet pertinent information
about the Auxiliary’s Mission. Face-
book is “free’ - no printing, no stamps
just instant communication!

Facebook can be used to share pho-
tos, upcoming events, information,
videos and links to causes that are re-
lated to our mission. Most importantly,
members of these groups can exchange

ways to in aid-
ing the learn-
ing process of
becoming a
good citizen. For example here at
my home Post #20 each year we
hold an Oratorical Contest (this is
not just for Post members but for
all entities to be involved) where
for the last couple of year Beverly
Close has chaired this event for
the peninsula. Also the Auxiliary
has its annual Americanism Youth
Conference and American Essay

Contest all this is available for each
Auxiliary member to utilize.

If you are interested in finding
more information about the above
mentioned program or other pro-
grams that are offer please refer
to our Department Website at
alaskalegionauxiliary.org click on
programs there you will find who
the chairman is and what their plan
of action for this year contains. If
you prefer to contact them person-
ally our Department, District, and
Unit officer and chairman contact
information is also available on our
same website. After going to our
website please Click on Depart-
ment there will be a menu that pops
up click on 2011-2012 Directory
of Department, District and Unit
officers proceed to the underlined
2011-2012 Department of Alaska

Western District President By Barbe Wolkoff

flag on patriotic holidays, folding
pocket flags to send to our troops
and giving flags to our schools and
local businesses.

The ALA is a member of the Citi-
zens Flag Alliance and advocates for
a constitutional amendment to pro-
tect our flag by supporting federal
legislation and encouraging other
people to do so. Last year American-
ism program participants donated
over 2,000 flags to schools across
America and mailed over 66,000
pocket flags to soldiers overseas.

The Flag Education Program is to
build patriotism in our youth and to
develope a thorough understanding

of proper flag display and courtesy.

Flag Etiquette is easily taught;
shown and practiced at schools. We
have been encouraged and very wel-
comed at our local schools. The stu-
dent enjoy these programs because
they are hands-on and require par-
ticipation. Teaching "flag folding"
is both important and fun. Having a
Color Guard (from a local military
branch) present and involved can re-
ally make an impressive impact and
is educational.

We believe promoting a spirit of
patriotism by teaching about it, de-
velopes lifelong respect for what we
hold dear, our country and our flag.

Membership Chairman by Marge Blankenship

Ladies give your veteran the best
valentine present ever: the renewal
of your membership to show how
proud you are of their service to
their country. And even though
many have already made their New
Year’s resolutions make one more:
the resolution to pay your Auxiliary
membership for 2012.

If you are planning on attending
the Western District Convention in
Kenai remember you need to be a

ideas and success stories or just stay in
touch with each other.

How to get started? Recruit a
member of your unit that is computer
literate, or just get one of your junior
members to show you how to form
your group. Each group must be at-
tached to a profile - that being a regis-
tered user. When setting up the page, it
is advised as a precautionary measure,
to have more than one administrator
(that means more than one person who
controls the content of the group page.)
Then, check out other ALA Units, Jun-
ior groups, or Departments to see what
they have done.

Tips for a successful ALA Facebook
group:

There is a difference between a
group and a page. Groups are good for
small scale organizing, while Pages are
used for a more public presence.

current member to attend and to vote
as a delegate.

Our midyear membership report
has gone in but there is still the final
report to be compiled. Please let me
know about your membership activi-
ties. Have you tried something new
this year that you could share with
others? Do you have any members
that qualify for the Renew 3/Re-
cruit 3 award? Did you do anything
special for your over 20/25 year

In the settings, you will want to be
an “open” group. New members can
join instantly and can see all the parts
of your group.

Include contact information for your
Unit or Department - not the adminis-
trators.

Check Facebook privacy settings
thoroughly, check settings for settings
for web and apps connected to Face-
book regularly and consider what you
are sharing.

Use the Auxiliary’s published mis-
sion statement for the group’s descrip-
tion, adding information unique to your
unit or department.

Always check spelling and gram-
mar. Ask another member to “proof”
the site and make corrections imme-
diately.

Invite the Legion Family to join.
Once you have the group established

Directory it will then download to
your computer (if you wish to save
it). If you do not have the internet
and would like a copy please con-
tact your Unit President to confirm
that your unit has downloaded and
made a hard copy of this program.
There will be NO hard copies sent
out this year for various reasons one
of which is cost effectiveness and
helping the environment. If you
have tried all of this and are still un-
satisfied please feel free to contact
me and I will personally send you
a downloaded printed copy.

I look forward to visiting all of
you at next months Western District
held here at Post #20 March 8th
through March 10th 2012.

By the time
the March
issue of the
Legionnaire
arrives, I will
have complet-
ed my year as
your Depart-
ment of Alas-
ka, Western District President. I
have had the time of my life. All the
Posts/Units have received me so gra-
ciously for my visitations and treated
me like royalty. So much good food
and great comaraderie. My thanks
and admiration to all.

members? Do not be afraid to toot
your own horn.

By Maggie Watts, Southern Division Junior Activities Chairman

and ready to “debut,” invite your own
Legion Family friends to join the group.
Encourage them to invite their Legion
Family friends to join as well. That’s
why it’s called “social networking.”

Incorporate events - It’s a great way
to remind your members of upcoming
meetings or activities. Events will
show up on each member’s personal
Profile page as it nears its date.

When you start to write in the “write
something” tab on the Group wall, you
get options to add links, photos, videos,
etc. Use these options to enhance your
message.

Message all members from time to
time. You can keep everyone updated
on what’s going on with your group
with a simple message. You may also
use this tool to remind group mem-

Networking on Page 8
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Jack Henry Post 1
Meets 1st Thursday

Commander
Jim Grant
1st Vice Commander
Sam Shields
2nd Vice Commander
Vacant
Adjutant - Greg Kowatch
Finance Officer -Kevin French
Historian Kyle Stetson
Service Officer
Diane R. Kallna
Sergeant-At-Arms

Elizabeth Ipsen

Chaplain - Myron Jenson
Executive Committeemen
Mark Berg
Tim Benintendi
David R. Young

272-5242, FAX 272-5792

P.O. Box 91285
Anchorage, AK 99509

/ NINILCHIK POST & UNIT 18 \
Ray DeMossCommander
Dave Shandy.
Adjutant

President
Jean Shandy
Sec./Treas.
Betty Randall
Mile 136.5 Sterling Hwy
Phone 567-3918

George H. Plumley
Memorial
Post 20

Neil Duperron Commander
Al Diaz, Adjutant
Herb Stettler,
Service Officer

283-3222,902 Cook St.
Kenai, AK99611

Ketchikan Post 3
Meets every Monday, 7pm
Potluck every 3rd Saturday

Dan Ball, Commander
Calvin Anderes, Adjutant
Hunter Davis, Serv. Off.

225-2021, P.O. Box 5121
Ketchikan, AK 99901
www.americanlegionpost3.com
ktnpost3@yahoo.com

SEWARD POST 5
Meets 2"° Tuesday 7p.m.

Claire Sullivan
Commander
Taco Tuesday ~ 6p.m.
Steak night Friday ~ 6p.m.
P.O.Box 306
Seward, AK 99664

907-224-5440

Aurora Borealis
Post 21
All Female Post

BOBBIE SIMMONS
Commander
Marjorie Ream Adjutant
Elexzanderia Carrs Service Officer
Meeting 3rd Saturday @ 2 pm
Sept - May
P.O.Box 91116
Anchorage, AK 99509
Sponsors Diamond Baseball Team

Dorman H. Baker
Post 11

Howard Majors
Commander
Billy Smith Adjutant
Gary Davis
Service Officer
Pull tab sales at the club

452-2228, 129 First Ave.
Fairbanks, AK 99701

AMERICAN LEGION
AUXILIARY
WESTERN DISTRICT

Barbe Wolcof President
1st Vice Pres.
Diana Estrada
2nd Vice President
Debbie Lowndes Secretary
Bobby Shaw Treasurer
Val Hoyt, Historian
Christy Hill Chaplain
Kathy Moore Sgt-At-Arms

Haines Alaska
Post 12

Commander
Robert Lix
First Vice - Pat Murphy
Second Vice - Jim Moran

Finance Officer - Pat Murphy
Adjutant - Terry Pardee

766-2530

Matanuska Valley
Post 15

Dennis Walter

Commander
Don Maupin Sr.Adjutant

Club Manager

Mary Roeser
Meets 1st & 3rd Mon., 7 p.m.
P.O. Box 1146, Palmer, AK 99646
745-4440

Robert G. Blair
Post 17

Richard Heglin
Commander
Troy Park
Adjutant
Perry Page
Service Officer
318 Center Ave.,
Kodiak, AK 99615

Spenard Post 28

Commander Barbara Stuhlmiller

1st Vice Kenneth Gilpatric
2nd Vice Wes Lancaster
Adjutant Amold Heck
Finance Richard Gingras
Chaplain Ken Jacobus
Historian George Tillman

Service Officer  Kirk Waldhaus
Sgt-At-Arms Darril Stuhlmiller
Judge Adv. Kenneth Jacobus
ExecCommitteemen Erik Dufford
Jack Appoloni
Robert Marquez

Annual Sponsors of
Boys & Girls Program
AL Baseball Service High
Boys Scout Troop 214
Cub Scout Pack 214
Dimond High JROTC
Post 28
Scholarship Program

7001 Brayton Drive
Anchorage, AK 99507
907-344-3841

Muldoon Post 29
Meets 3rd Tuesday 6:30 PM

Commander
Chuck Boring
Service Officer, Carol Gross
1467 Muldoon Rd
Anchorage AK 99504
(907) 338-3550

K Office: 486-3258 / Bar: 486-5757 /

K FAX (907 338-0756 /

/ Susitna Valley \

Post 35

Commander Dallas Massie
Adjutant Bill Fikes

Service Officer James Francois GRAND CHEE DE GARE
MONTHLY MEETINGS, Ted Williams
1stand 3rd Tuesday’s GRAND CHEF DE TRAIN
@7:00 PM Billy Smith
Friday Night Steak 6:00 - 8:30 PM GRAND CONDUCTEUR
PO Box 370870 Tom Schanrock
Wasilla, AK 99687 GRAND CORRESPONDANT
Don Garrett
C. Russell Huber
Post 57 CHEMINOT NATIONAL
Glenn Willis
John Magmore K / -
Commander 225 21 63
Service Officer Box 5858 * Ketchikan
Darrell Peterson
Pete Duchscherer, Ajutant
1634 S. Cushman St. . . i
Fairbanks, AK 99701 Promote Social Networking from Page 7
452-5757 o )
bers to participate on the group page. These messages will
be sent to the member’s email.
Jack Henry Edit often to keep the page “fresh.” Don’t let informa-
Unit 1 tion become outdated.
Peggy Bateman Be interactive and keep it interesting, Make it “real.”
President Social networking is immensely powerful and is here
Jill Pawson, Secretary for the long run. It can be a source of information, com-
Meets munication, and a lot of fun if used correctly. It is the
1st Thursdays @ 7 p.m. best tool any Unit or Department can have to promote

membership and the programs of the American Legion
PO. Box 92747,

Anchorage, AK 99509

Matanuska Valley
Unit 15
Kelly Sawyer, President
Amber Sawyer
1st Vice President
Jennifer Erwin - Treasurer
Dawn Schneider, Secretary AMERICANISM
Meets 1st Monday,
at 6:00 p.m.
PO BoX 541, MONTH (February)
Palmer, AK 99645
Pull Tabs Available
Visit us on the web at http://
www.mat-valleypost15.org

The Americanism Division represents one of the four

C. Russell Huber pillars of The American Legion. It oversees a wide
Squadron 57 variety of programs, built on community service, citi-
Kyle Parkerson zenship, patriotic values and mentoring young people.
Commander Programs and specific areas of work include Ameri-
Thomas McClelland, can Legion Baseball, the National High School Ora-
First Vice & Adjutant torical Contest, Junior Shooting Sports, Boys State
Darrel Williamson and Boys Nation, support for Boy Scouts of America,
Finance Officer U.S. Flag education and protection, support for Junior
P.O. Box 70448 ROTC, voter awareness, naturalization and citizen-

\_  Fairbanks AK99707  J ship of immigrants, along with a number of scholar-
ship programs; as well as the National Committee

How o S 1007 G . Froe g on Education, which offers a number of educational
B  Cotes & Condy Samptes opportunities, including scholarships and teaching
T?%tsisﬁe w”ma%%%- materials, and the Counter-Subversive Activities
o, 3763177 Committee, which exists to monitor the activities
Tl Fee 8T T of groups within the United States that potentially

represent threats to our form of government.

Zone One Breakfast Schedule
2012

The Zone 1 Breakfast meetings  Cris Vrabel, Zone 1 Commander
will continue at the following loca-  444-2999
tions, if you need to change to an-

other month just let me know. 2012

Thank you for all your help and  February 18 Post 15
cooperation. I have really enjoyed  March 17 Post 21@
our time together and have learned Post 1
lots.



